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                    September 2012 

BRCOT‘s 43rd school year has begun with 

students from Biddeford, Kennebunk and Old 

Orchard Beach High Schools along with 

Thornton Academy.  They are exploring their 

career options in 14 different Career and 

Technical Educational programs.  They are 

ready to learn the skills and technical 

knowledge necessary for entry into the 

workforce or post-secondary education.   

 

 

The Computers in Business program is 

comprised of individual courses that provide 

essential skills for students interested in 

running a small business office. 

First semester courses are under way.  In the 

Networking course, which utilizes Cisco 

Systems’ Global Networking Academy online 

Discovery I course, Networking for Home and 

Small Businesses, students have configured  

 

network cables for use in the classroom, and 

have dissected, identified, and labeled the 

inner components of a computer.  All students 

seem eager to become future technicians. 

In Web Page Design, students are creating 

simple pages at this point, using techniques 

following industry standards in XHTML and CSS, 

two languages used in the creation of Web 

pages.  Each week the pages they design will 

become more visually appealing as they 

incorporate new material and work towards 

understanding what makes a good ecommerce 

site. 

Computer Essentials and Desktop Publishing 

students have been exploring 

different software programs, 

learning techniques for their 

efficient use, and discussing 

various components of 

computer systems.  Students 

will have the opportunity to 

work on projects throughout the semester that 

will actually be for public use.  One such project 

will be the creation of the game day programs 

for the upcoming BHS Girls Basketball season.    

 

 

The Drafting, Engineering and Architecture 

program would like to thank the Saco Bay 

Rotary and Leo Menard for the opportunity to 
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develop the architectural drawings for a local 

Rotary project.  Students Ben Rousseau and 

Jake Aube are working on this community 

service project as designers.  They have visited 

the construction site to take measurements 

and are now developing prints using Revit 

Architecture 2013 CAD software. This is the 

kind of project we love to be involved in 

because it teaches students real world skills on 

an actual design/build project where they 

interact with the client and then they can 

actually see the plans come to fruition.   The 

Drafting program and BRCOT welcome this 

invitation to give back to the community.  The 

Drafting program last worked with the Saco Bay 

Rotary on the design prints for the expansion of 

the Saco Food Pantry.  More will follow on this 

new Rotary project as it moves forward in the 

months ahead. 

 

The Business and Financial Management 

program encompasses four stand-alone classes:  

Accounting I and II, Small Business 

Management (Entrepreneurship) and Investing 

& Personal Finance. Students in the Small 

Business class have been learning about 

employee/employer rights and responsibilities, 

the various benefits a job may offer, mandatory 

and voluntary deductions from paychecks, and 

the purpose/benefits to society of taxation.  

“What is provided must be paid for…and if not 

by you, then by whom?” as stated by Governor 

Angus King at a financial literacy conference in 

May of 2010.  Students were interested to learn 

that as future business owners, they will 

required to match each employee’s Social 

Security and  Medicare contributions,  as well 

as pay Unemployment and Workers 

Compensation insurance on all of their workers.  

 

The Early Childhood Education program is a 

very busy place as students are preparing the 

classroom for the Mother Goose Nursery 

School located off the lobby at the JFK 

Kindergarten Center.  Students work together 

as a team to come up with a theme for their 

school that is displayed around the room from 

the name tags for each child's cubbie to the 

birthday bulletin boards as well as the bulletin 

board welcoming each child to Mother Goose. 

Students are also very busy learning about a 

child's physical and emotional development.  

They are developing 

activities they can "teach" 

to the children through 

play that will incorporate 

fundamental skills for the 

child. 
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Students in the Electrical Technology program 

at BRCOT and all students statewide in an 

electrical high school or community college 

program will now benefit from recently passed 

state legislation regarding changes to the 

Electrician’s Helper licensing requirements. 

This initiative for this new legislation originated 

here at BRCOT. Working with electrical advisory 

committee members, the Associated Builders 

and Contractors of Maine as well as the 

nonprofit Downeast Construction Education 

Foundation, LD1833 was passed and took effect 

in August. 

LD 1833 removes a potential recruitment 

obstacle and financial burden to students and 

families of electrical students. This new law 

removes the $96 helpers licensing fee that had 

been required of students for simply being 

enrolled in an electrical program. The new law 

allows students to attain the required helper’s 

license at no cost for work done in association 

with school related projects. For students who 

are working in the field outside the school 

environment will need the traditional license at 

the $96 fee. 

This is a great example of what can happen 

when business and education groups share a 

common goal and work together to support 

students and their career goals by removing a 

potential barrier to students exploring a career 

in the electrical field. 

 

The Legal Studies program is part of the 

business education department. It prepares 

students to further their education for careers 

in law, criminal justice, or in the business world 

while acquiring the skills needed for entry-level 

positions in these fields.  Students will be learn 

the concepts of business law, criminal law, 

consumer law, civil law, state and federal 

statutes and the courts that make up our 

judicial system.  Current legal events are 

incorporated into the curriculum and will often 

lead to lively discussion groups.  

Students will also learn legal office practices 

and procedures along with Internet research 

skills.  By the end of the course students will 

have an employment portfolio inclusive of their 

resume, a sample cover letter and thank you 

letter and a reference list.  They will also have 

experience with developing their professional 

interview skills.  

To facilitate career exploration, Legal Studies 

students will have a comprehensive list of guest 

speakers who will share information regarding 

their careers and experiences.  Their first guest 

speaker will be Sanford Police Officer, Eddie 

Murphy.  Officer Murphy is an alumnus of 
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BRCOT and in 2008, and earned the 

Outstanding Student of the Year Award for the 

Legal Studies program.  He feels compelled to 

come back to talk to the students as it is very 

important for students who are trying to figure 

out what they want to do after high school.  He 

remembers how he valued the career 

professionals sharing information on their 

careers when he was a student in the program 

at BRCOT.   

 

Seniors in the Auto body program have already 

taken a quick field trip to a unique new 

business located at the New Dam Mill in 

downtown Biddeford.  Motorland - Vintage 

America has recently opened with an eclectic 

inventory of over 60 cars.  Tim Stentiford, the 

owner was eager to share his passion and 

expertise with the students as he presented the 

detailed history of each car.  He made the 

connection of these automobiles to their place 

in our history. These automobiles are primarily 

mid century American chrome classics and also 

included some European vintage cars.  The 

students were able to go back in time and see 

firsthand a variety of cars that are part of the 

history of the automobile. The Hudson, Nash, 

Rambler, Desoto and Crosley automobiles are 

names that have long since gone, but are not 

forgotten here.  Although many cars caught the 

interest of each student, the 1941 Lincoln 

Continental used in the movie, The Godfather, 

was a standout piece of automobile history. 

The Auto body students were both appreciative 

and impressed with this collection of cars and 

the time that Mr. Stentiford provided to them. 

He is dedicated to providing youth the 

opportunity to learn about the automobile and 

its role in American history. The connection 

between the BRCOT and Motorland has just 

begun and we look forward to a mutually 

rewarding collaboration that will allow the 

students to learn more about all aspects of an 

auto collecting business.   

 

 

 

 

There are other courses happening in the 

BRCOT building after regular school hours.  

Biddeford Adult Education offers classes in a 

variety of trade areas and Southern Maine 

Community College is holding introductory 

academic classes in the afternoon and evening 

as well.   Other BRCOT programs will be 

featured in future newsletters. 

 


