
Job shadowing is 
stronger than ever in 
the Draft ing class, with 
students learning at 
local Engineering and 
Architecture fi rms, 
including: Oak Point 
Associates, Jeanne Handy 
Interior Designs, Sevee 
and Maher Engineers, 
Caleb Johnson Architects, 
Pratt & Whitney, Kestrel 
Aircraft .  A student is 
working with the City of 
Biddeford Environmental 

Engineer as she will be 
studying Environmental 
Engineering in college 
next year, and another is 
working with a DOT civil 
engineer to see what this 
career will look like.
Th e Draft ing class is 
working with Valerie 
Costello at Southern 
Maine Medical Center 
on the “Lets Go” project.  
Bernie Deshaies and 
Corey Collard helped 
measure out stairwells 

and hallways in 
the hospital to be 
used as exercise 
walkways for 
patients and 
medical staff  (as 
shown at right.)
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Th is career program 
encompasses four stand-
alone classes: Accounting 
I and II, Small 
Business Management 
(Entrepreneurship) and 
Investing & Personal 
Finance. USM Professor 
George Violette, Ph.D., 
CPA spent time with the 
Business and Financial 
Management students 
to help them with their 
future career planning. 

Professor Violette surveys 
his students annually 
and has concluded that a 
large percentage of his top 
students received their 
initial training and career 
inspiration at BRCOT.  
Due to those fi ndings, he 
has started spending a 
day each year to foster the 
partnership between the 
USM School of Business 
and this program at 
BRCOT.

Professor Violette came 
prepared to talk about 
current developments 
and careers in the 
business world, not as a 
recruiter.  In this regard, 
he reminded students to 
keep the end in mind, 
giving themselves as 
many future options and 
making themselves as 
marketable as possible 
as they travel along their 
career path.  He stressed, 

Business and Financial Management

Former Drafting Student 
and 4th class midshipman 
Travis Phillips visited the 
class and gave a presentation 
on Marine Engineering 
Operations at Maine 
Maritime Academy.  Travis 
was joined by his classmate, 
midshipman Keenan 
Kalthoff.  The lecture focused 
on Marine Engineering at 
MMA as well as life as a 
freshman at college.  Current 
Drafting students gained 
valuable insight into the ield 
of Marine Engineering.
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in this Issue:

• Engineering, Archi-
tecture, & Dra  ing

• Business & Financial 
Management

• Legal Studies

• Retail/Marke  ng

• Electrical Technology

Newsbriefs:

• The BRCOT was 
featured in an 
ar  cle in the 
Journal Tribune, 
Saturday, January 
19, 2013.

• The Business 
Informa  on 
Technology Program 
recently completed 
the 2013-2014 
Course of Studies 
Booklet.  Click here 
for course selec  on 
informa  on.

• “The COT really opened 
my eyes to how many 
good jobs go unno  ced.  
If it wasn’t for the COT 
I never would have 
known what I wanted 
to do out of high 
school.”—Jasper Sapa, 
Welding Program
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Business and Financial Management (cont’d.)
in Accounting, a BS in 
Accounting currently 
commanded a $45,000 
pay scale. Adding the 
CPA designation, which 
requires 30 more hours 
of college (one year) and 
passing a standardized 
test increases that 
earnings potential 
to $75,000.  He also 
told those who were 

considering a Business 
Degree rather than 
Accounting to have a 
concentration or minor 
as those students are 
more marketable as well.  
Students were interested 
to fi nd out that choosing 
a post-secondary Business 
School with the AACSB 
(Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of 

Business) designation 
can help tremendously 
when applying to enter 
an MBA program.  Only 
5% of the Business 
Schools in the world have 
achieved this designation, 
including only UMaine 
and USM in this state. As 
students are completing 
their initial college lists, 
this should certainly 

be a consideration they 
should evaluate carefully. 
In recognition of the 
scope and quality of the 
accounting program 
at BRCOT, Professor 
Violette informed 
students that they are 
welcomed to test out of 
the Financial Accounting 
Cycle course (ACC 221) 
at USM. 

Legal Studies
Th e Legal Studies program 
has begun another exciting 
year.  Students have been 
involved learning about 
sources of our laws, the 
courts and aspects of 
criminal and civil law & 
procedures.  One of the 
notable highlights was 
observing three actual 
Maine Supreme Court 
cases that were tried at 
Biddeford High School. 
Many thanks to Mayor 
Casavant, Senator Barry 
Hobbins and BHS teachers 
Shari-Brinkman Young 
and Andrew Ready that 
coordinated this event for 
our students. 
To help facilitate career 
exploration, our fi rst 
guest speaker to come 
into class was Sanford 
Police Offi  cer, Eddie 
Murphy.  Eddie himself 
was a student in the Legal 
Studies Program at the 
Center of Technology in 
2008; he was awarded the 
program’s Outstanding 
Student of the Year Award.  
Offi  cer Murphy has stated 

he feels coming back to 
talk to the students in 
very important, as he 
remembers valuing the 
input of speakers sharing 
career information when 
he was a student and 
making decisions on his 
own career. 
 In the last several 
months we have been 
fortunate to hear from the 
following career speakers:  
Biddeford Police Offi  cer, 
Paul Rondeau; Maine 
Drug Enforcement Special 
Agent, Mike Rheali; Maine 
Game Warden,-Rick 
Lafl amme; Cumberland 
County Sheriff , Jay 

Ward; Biddeford Police 
Detective, Shawn 
Cloutier; Assistant 
Dean from Husson 
University Legal Studies 
Department and Attorney, 
Maggie Campbell; U.S. 
Department of Homeland 
Security Agent, John 
Th ompson; Correctional 
Offi  cer, Missie Adams; 
Westbrook Police Chief, 
Mike Purdue; York 
County Prosecutor, 
Th ad West; US Navy 
Representative, Jeremy 
Drake; Biddeford Crime 
Scene Investigator, Offi  cer 
Matt Baldwin and Old 
Orchard Beach Police 

Offi  cer, Chris St. Pierre 
with his K-9 partner 
Gunther.  Many of these 
career professionals have 
extended their business 
cards for future questions, 
contacts, references and 
some have also off ered 
prospects of job shadows 
to the students. 
A day long fi eld trip 
was taken to the Maine 
Criminal Justice Academy 
in Vassalboro, Maine. 
Students were able to 
get a good feel for the 
intense training all new 
law enforcement offi  cers, 
correctional offi  cers, 
game wardens and state 

Old Orchard Beach Offi  cer Chris St. Pierre and K-9 Gunther presenta  on for legal studies students at Biddeford 
Regional Center of Technology.  

continued on page 3
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Legal Studies (cont’d.)
troopers in this state must 
successfully complete 
before active employment.  
We were also fortunate 
enough to be able to 
tour the Saco Police 
Department. Offi  cer 
Mike Carrier answered 
all student questions 
and hosted the tour of 
the facility inclusive 
of a student volunteer 
going through the entire 
booking process.   

taking pride in the fact 
that their promotional 
eff orts, display techniques, 
and selling skills were 
eff ective.  As part of any 
retail business, they are 
now strategizing on how 
to liquidate the remaining 
inventory.
A visit to Kaplan 
University in South 
Portland sparked some 
interest in those who 
thought college was out 
of their reach fi nancially.  
Th e campus is small, the 
staff  is friendly, and the 
scheduling is fl exible.  
While many would not 
have thought of Kaplan 
as an option, they are 
now taking it into 
consideration.
We are back in the 
classroom for a while.  
Now that the students 
have had the opportunity 
to actually work in the 
industry, they will have 
a better understanding 
when discussing retail 

and marketing topics.  
Making connections with 
vocabulary words will 
be easier and concepts 
will have more meaning.  
Students are learning 
about the foundations and 
functions of marketing, 
the marketing mix, and 
market segmentation.
A huge congratulations 
goes to Alyssa McClellan 
for earning November’s 
Student of the Month 

recognition.  
We are looking for “likes” 
on Facebook.  Students 
created a Facebook 
page for the class.  Th ey 
are having fun posting 
pictures from fi eld trips 
and sharing classroom 
projects and activities.  All 
the while, learning how 
important social media 
is to marketing.   Go to 
Biddeford COT Retail/
Marketing and “like” us!

Students at the Maine Criminal Jus  ce Academy. Students at the Saco Police Department with Offi  cer 
Mike Carrier. 

Phew!  Th e Retail/
Marketing students 
made it through the 
busy holiday season.  
All of their hard work 
preparing to open the 
pop-up store on Main 
Street for November 1st 
paid off .  Once the doors 
were opened, the race 
began.  Students had the 
opportunity to explore 
the responsibilities 
associated with operating 
a store, as well as the 
special circumstances that 
come with a pop-up.   A 
highlight of the project 
was when they were the 
subject of an article that 
appeared in the Journal 
Tribune.  For most of 
them, it was the fi rst 
time they had ever been 
interviewed.
At Simply You, they sold 
almost all of the jewelry 
they bought at the New 
England Apparel Show in 
October.  With only a few 
items remaining, they are 

Retail/Marketing
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COT goes to ABC
Recently students in the Electrical 
Technology, Welding, and Building 
Trades programs along with stu-
dents from BHS’s Tech Ed class at-
tended the 13th Annual Associated 
Builders and Contractors of Maine 
sponsored Craft  Championships at 
the Augusta Civic Center. Over one 
thousand Maine high school stu-
dents attended this event all from 
schools with access to a Career and 
Technical Education school like 
BRCOT.

Th is event is designed to give high 
school students the opportunity to 
work with craft  professionals repre-
senting a wide variety of construc-
tion related occupations. Students 
were able to try the weld-scan and 
X-ray equipment to test welds.  
Th ey could also wire an electrical 
circuit, lay bricks, rig a piping sys-
tem, work with rebar, erect staging, 
work with computer aided design 
soft ware and much more.

At the Women Unlimited booth, 
students could fi ne tune their 
interviewing skills. Representatives 

from Maine’s Community Colleges, 
UMaine and other tech related 
private colleges were on hand to 
discuss students’ plans further edu-
cation in the construction related 
fi elds. For those students interested 
in heavy equipment there were 
plenty of opportunities for them 
as well. Th ey could try climbing a 
utility pole, operate a 70 foot bucket 
truck and a 100 foot crane as well 
as backhoe, excavator and lift  truck 
operation. 

Th is event also allowed high school 
students enrolled in the CTE Elec-
trical Technology programs from 
around the state to demonstrate 
their technical skills by compet-
ing against each other. Th is was 
a hands-on competition which 
evaluated the students’ knowledge 
of safety, electrical code, blueprint 
reading, wiring practices and mate-
rials. Electrical students represent-
ing the Center of Technology were 
Madison Hanson, Josh Leavitt, and 
Dylan Robinson from Kennebunk 
High Schools and Mike Shea from 
Biddeford High School.  Mike 

placed second in this competi-
tion; he received a certifi cate, a tool 
award, and a $2,000 scholarship to 
Lincoln Tech College if he chooses 
to attend that school. Th e Electrical 
Technology Instructor Bill Gervais 
is extremely proud of all his stu-
dents who participated in this year’s 
event. 

Students from Mr. Robillard’s weld-
ing program came in second at the 
Phoenix Welding booth’s compe-
tition where each student won a 
multi-piece socket and wrench set. 

Th ese students exhibited a level of 
professionalism and confi dence 
that was acknowledged by many 
of the state representatives and 
business owners in attendance as 
they viewed the ongoing events 
throughout the day. Over 80 State 
Representatives, Senators and busi-
ness owners from across the state 
attended the annual policymakers’ 
breakfast which has been an inte-
gral part of this ABC sponsored 
Craft  Championship event for the 
last several years.


