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Teachers rarely get feedback from past students.  I was fortunate enough to have that happen to me recently.  I hope that you 
enjoy reading about the success of my former student.  He praises me a lot in his letter, but the credit really belongs to this fine 
young man, Gavin Cote. 
 
Mr. Driscoll, 
 
I do not know if you remember me, but my name is Gavin Cote and I took both drafting I and II with you at the BRCOT 
between 2008 and 2010. The reason I am emailing you today is to thank you. I am currently a senior at Maine Maritime 
Academy, I still have one year left, as my program takes five years to complete. In the past four years your teaching has 
aided me tremendously in maintaining a 3.6 GPA in the Marine Systems Engineering program, while playing football and 
lacrosse, and I am very proud of this (it was a goal I set during a writing assignment in your class). While in classes like 
drafting, machine tool, computer programming, engineering design, and many others I definitely had a heads up on 
everyone in my class. I even spent a lot of time relaying some of the skills you taught me to them, especially on how to 
read an orthographic drawing. The most important event that was directly affected by my education at the BRCOT 
happened just two weeks ago. January 9th marked the fourth and final day of the USCG 3rd Assistant Engineer exams 
and I passed with flying colors. It was a week of torture but I felt myself constantly using the basic problem-solving 
fundamentals you taught me. I cannot explain how grateful I am for the education I received from you, and I cannot thank 
you enough. From here I will go on to do a Nuclear Engineering internship at the Portsmouth Navy Yard for this summer 
and complete one more year of school along with a capstone, and I am very excited for the drafting associated with these. 
I am not positive what I would like to do after that, I am still deciding between continuing to graduate school, shipping out, 
staying at the Navy Yard, or some combination of those. And again, thank you very much for everything. 
 
Regards, Gavin Cote 
------------------------------ 
Gavin, Great to hear of your success, and yes I do remember you.  Teachers love to hear positive 
feedback from past students and I was delighted to read your email.  I'm glad that my class has been 
helpful to you as it reminds me that I am making a difference in student's career aspirations; the 
primary reason I left engineering for teaching.  I remember your strong work ethic, positive attitude, 
and leadership on and off the field.   
 
All of your hard work is paying off Gavin, congratulations on a job well done. 
 
Sincerely,  Mr. Driscoll                                                     

Gavin Cote, USCG 3rd Assistant Engineer 
 

STUDENT OF THE MONTH 

The	student	of	the	month	awards	for	January/February	go	to	Mayson	Picard,	a	TA	in	the	Business	&	
Financial	Management	program,	and	Jasper	Sapa,	from	BHS	in	Welding	&	Metal	Fabrication.	

Other program nominees include the following students: 
James Black from TA in Engineering Architecture Drafting 
Nick Brown from TA in Building Trades 
Bailey Cote from BHS in Intro to Medical Sciences 
Allison Hamel from TA in Health Assistant 
Taylar Lamontagne from TA in Early Childhood Education 
Cameron Mondor from TA in Electrical Technology  
Alexandra Pettey from OOB in Legal Studies  
Michaela Royea from TA in Medical Assisting  
Dominick Small from TA in Auto Mechanics  



Business & Financial Management 
On January 30th, the Business Academy held its first 
Presenting College Credit Ceremony issuing 126 
college credits to 33 high school students in the 
inaugural semester of the dual enrollment program.  

Dignitaries in attendance included Dr. Jim Libby - 
Academic Dean at Thomas College; Biddeford 
Superintendent Jeremy Ray; Biddeford Mayor Al 
Casavant; Governor Paul LePage and his wife Ann.  

Congratulations to all students who participated in this 
rigorous program who combined for a 3.63 GPA and earned themselves over $35,000 in transferable college credits.  The 
Business Academy is proud to announce that 36 students are currently enrolled to earn 153 college credits during the 
second semester.  

 

On February 12th, fifteen Business & Financial Management 
students competed in the 7th annual JA Titan Business Challenge 
at the University of New England against 381 other Maine High 
School students to culminate Entrepreneurship week.   

Andrew Doyle (KHS), Ben Nason (BHS), and Corwin Powers 
(BHS) - finished in a 3-way tie for second place among 127 
teams statewide, while Tessa Johnson (KHS), Mayson Picard  
(TA), and Emilee Orsi (BHS) finished in a 3-way tie for fifth 
place. Congratulations to all participants. 



  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Man and His Truck 
By Josiah Currier ‐ KHS Senior Auto Mechanics  

 
Ben Simard, a Senior from Thornton 
Academy, has restored his 1992 Ford F‐150 
Flare‐side pickup truck to its former glory, 
thanks to the Auto Mechanics and Auto Body 
programs here at the Center of 
Technology.  The two classes, for both Juniors 
and Seniors, provide students the hands‐on 
approach to repairing automobiles, whether 
working under the hood, or on the truck 
body.  Ben’s truck spent time in both shops. 
In Ben’s words, “It was my first truck, I 
wanted something to be proud of, and having 
the great feeling of fixing much of it myself.” 

 

 

 

 

Last, Alex Millette, a Biddeford 
High School student in the 
Business Academy's Investing & 
Personal Finance class took first 
place among students in the 1st 
semester competition of 
SIMFA's Stock Market Game, 
by besting the S & P 500 index 
by a whopping 8.17% over the 
three month period of the game. 

Congratulations Alex! 


